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various motives: partly personal, as shown in
the rivalries of strong men in a colony already
overstocked with leaders; partly material, as
indicated by the desire for wider fields for culti-
vation and especially good pasture; 'and partly
political, as evidenced by the dislike on the part
of many for the power of the elders and magistrates
in Massachusetts and by the strong inclination of
masterful men toward a government of their own.
Thomas Hooker, the pastor of the Newtown
church, John Haynes, the Governor of Massachu-
setts in 1635, and Roger Ludlow, a former magis-
trate and deputy governor who had failed of
election to the magistracy in the same year, were
the leaders of the movement and, if we may judge
from later events, were believers in certain political
ideas that were not finding application in the Bay
Colony. Disappointed because of the rigidity of
the Massachusetts system, they seem to have
waited for an opportunity to put into practice
the principles which they believed essential to the
true government of a people.

When the decision was finally reached and
certain of the inhabitants of Newtown, Water-
town, and Roxbury were ready to enter on their
removal, the question naturally arose as to the